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Math: 
In math, we reviewed the concepts around fractions such as 
naming part of fractions, equally dividing shapes into halves adn 
fourths, adding/subtracting with missing addends/subtrahends, 
solving story problems, solving What’s My Rule problems, Frames 
and Arrows, and reading/interpreting graphs.  We took two Unit 8 
tests this week covering the above concepts and I am proud to 
say that the majority of the class did an amazing job!! Even those 
without a perfect score were very close!!!  

Writing: 
In writing, we are working on revising our stories as this is a very 
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Phonics: 

This week we reviewed 
reading and sorting vowel 
teams: -ai, -ea, -oa, and -ou. 
Students also reviewed word 
families: -ell, -est, and -er by 
sorting and reading the words 
with a partner.  In addition, we 
learned a new spelling pattern: 
When words end with “y” and 
they become plural or used as 
present tense verb, we drop 
the “y” and add -ies. For past 
tense, we add -ied. We will 
continue to review various 
phonics spelling patterns to 
help them with decoding new 
words.  

Science: 

In science, we continued to 
study the stem and watch our 
seeds we watered last week. 
We made a prediction of 
whether our seed will sprout 
without soil. Seeds were put 
into baggies and just given 
water for a week. The results 
were: One seed sprouted and 
the rest did not, instead, they 
became moldy.  

We put our celery stems in 
water with red food coloring  
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difficult concept for first graders. We went over the Why We Revise- 

1.To create the setting

2.Make characters talk

3.Explain step by step what happened

4.Make the story’s lead sound more story like

5.To show, not tell (our focus this week) 

Our focus this week was to use details in our writing to show and not 
tell our feelings.  They should NOT write, “I was excited!”  Rather, they 
should describe their body movements and facial expressions so the 
reader can make an inference about how they felt. They are making 
good progress with this concept. We are also working on Revising our 
endings to end with describing a feeling, dialogue, not ending with, 
“Then I left.”

Reading: 

In reading this week, we worked really hard on retelling stories using the 
important parts, starting from the beginning, to middle, to end. We also 
worked on understanding character feelings by: 
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Science cont. 

to see what would happen.  
Students made a prediction of 
what they think will happen to the 
celery if put into red water. The 
predictions were:  

1. It will die 

2. It will turn red 

What we discovered was that 
parts of the leaves turned red, not 
the whole celery stalk.  The parts 
were the veins. Once students 
sliced the celery stalk, they 
noticed that the vascular bundles 
were also red.  This helped them 
see that the stem’s job is to 
deliver the water and minerals to 
the rest of the plant.  

Social Studies: 

In social studies, the students 
took an assessment to check their 
understanding of the concepts 
around how we adapt to our 
environment.   Students did very 
well on the short assessment. 
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1. making connections with the character and telling what happened to them and how it relates to the character. 

2. Putting a sticky note on the page by the character’s feeling and talking about why that character feels that way 
(what happened?)

3. Pay attention to character feelings from the beginning of the story to the end then talk about how the feelings 
changed and why.

4. Compare the feelings of two characters in the story and discussing it with a partner. 

5. Notice character feelings and ask, “Did the character learn something here?”
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